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DeBartolo gets support in bid to buy Whlte Sox

by Jerome Holtzman
Chicago Sun-Times

CHICAGO — Edward J. DeBar-
tolo, Sr., who is likely to win in a
landslide, is increasing the pace in
his .campaign to take over owner-
ship of the Chicago White Sox
baseball team. ‘

DeBartolo jetted from his
Youngstown, Ohio, headquarters
to Detroit - yesterday, met for
three hours with two American
League owners, and when he
returned home in the late after-
noon discovered he had at least
another vote in his pocket.

Calvin Griffith, owner of the
Minnesota Twins who previously
was listed in the anti-DeBartolo
group, said he would cast his
ballot for DeBartolo now that the
Ohio bidder has pledged to keep.
the team in Chicago.

Griffith said he was *“‘dumb-
founded” when he read published
reports that included him among

Peterbilt tops
Santa Rosa to
stay unbeaten
in nationais

DECATUR, Ill. — Bill Stewart
continued his sizzling batting,

blasting two, two-run home runs

last night to lead unbeaten Peter-
bilt of Seattle to a 40 win over
Santa Rosa, Calif., in the Ameri-
can Softball Association national-
fastpitch tournament.

Stewart accounted for all the
Peterbilt runs, setting his four-
game tournament average at .750
(9 for 12). He has four homers,
three doubles and 11 runs batted
in. The Seattle club is one of only
two teams still unbeaten.

Graham Arnold hurled last
night's win, a six-hitter in which
he struck out five,

Acton takes
P.G.A. title

RICHLAND — (AP) — Rick
Acton of Kirkland snaked in & 10-
foot putt to par the final hole
yesterday and win the Pacific
Northwest Professional Golfers
Association championship by ong
stroke over Mike Davis and Fred
Haney.

Acton’s final-round 75 gave him
a 2-over-par 218 for the 54-hole
tournament.

Davis, of Bend, Ore., had a
final-round 70. He has been run-
nerup in the tourney four of the
past five years. Haney, the de-
fending champion from Portland,
had a final-round of 72,

Acton held a four-stroke edge
starting the final round.

Chuck Miine, Vancouver,
Wash., and George Lanning, Taco-
ma, tied for fourth at 221. Bill
Eggers of Portland was sixth with
222.

Rounding out the top 10 were
Chris Smith, 223; Bob Duden, 225;
Jerry Mowlds, 225, all of Portland,
and Bob Allard, 226, Tacoma.

Steal of home helps
Dukes even series

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. —
(AP) — Wayne Caughey’s fifth-
inning steal of home proved to be
the winning run last night as the
Albuquerque Dukes outlasted Ha-
waii, 4-3, to tie the best-of-five
Pacific Coast League champion-
ship baseball series at two games
apiece.

He had stolen third base after
hitting an R.B.I. double and stole
home as the Islander catcher,
Tony Castillo, was charged with
interference.
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the five owners against DeBarto-
lo’'s impending White Sox
purchase. ’

“I never said 1 was against
him,” Griffith said. ““What I said
was I didn’t want anybody moving
the White Sox out of Chicago. If
DeBartolo says he won’t move the
club, that’s good enough for me.

“I haven't met the gentleman,
but I haven't heard anybody speak
badly of the guy .

Griffith’s vote increases De-
Bartolo’s count to seven, only
three short of election. The White
Sox, Baltimore, Cleveland, New
York, California and Oakland
have made prevmus pledges to
DeBartolo.

Moreover, there are indications
that DeBartolo could wind up with
as much as a 13-1 or 12-2 majority
— this despite the warnings of
Commissioner Bowie Kuhn and
A.L. President Lee MacPhail, who
have been insisting the wealthy

Ohioan would not gain league
approval.

In addition to Griffith, DeBar-
tolo may be in the process of
converting two other owners re-
portedly against him, Allan (Bud)
Selig of Milwaukee and John
Fetzer of Detroit.

Responding to DeBartolo’s re-
quest for an informal hearing,
Selig and Fetzer met with him for
214 hours yesterday in Detroit.

DeBartolo, who is trying to

keep a low profile — “I don’t want .
them to be angry with me,” he -

said — refused 1o indicate wheth-
er he had won Selig or Fetzer to
his side. But a source close to
DeBartolo described the meeting
as ‘‘very encouraging.”
Selig-chairs the league commit-
tee that screens potential owners.
Ewing Kauffman, the autocrat-
ic owner of the Kansas City
Royals, was supposed to be at the
Detroit meeting but was unable to

attend. DeBartolo will visit with’
Kauffman later. .

‘Also.on the DeBartoio itinerary
are meetings with the owners of
the Texas-and Toronto-clubs, and
possibly a handshake in Minneapo-
lis with Minnesota’s Griffith.

It appears likely that, at the
most, two clubs — the Boston Red
Sox and Seattle Mariners — will
niot grant DeBartolo a hearing.

Mrs. Jean Yawkey, who doesn’t
own but, nonetheless, controls the
Red Sox, is said to have been
peeved with DeBartolo ever since
he made an unsuccessful attempt
to buy the Boston club after the
death of her husband.

The Seattle owners (all five of
them) are not believed tc be as
angry. But . if they approve his
purchase they could be dismissing
a potential buyer for- their fran-
chise, which is in severe financial
distress. - . -

The irony is - that . DeBartolo

made an $11-12 mllhon bid for the i
Mariners last spring. But “the
Seattle owners took the club off
the market when advised by Kuhn

‘that DeBartolo. was not likely to

win league acceptance. .

Kuhn issued this same warmng
last, Friday to the- White Sox, ™
tellmg them to find or. recruit
anether buyer. Unlike the Seattle
management, the 12-man White
Sox board of directors .defied
Kuhn (and MacPhail) and last
Sunday - unanimously re-affirmed

" DeBartolo's 1mpend1ng $20 million

purchase. -

Kuhn, from his New York City
office, virtuaily confirmed a Chi-
cago Sun-Times report that he had
blocked DeBartolo in his bid for
the Seattle franchise.

“I'm not certain I was a factor
in what happened in Seattle,”
Kuhn said, “but it’s possible.”

Kuhn also refused to believe
that opposition against DeBartolo
was withering.

L “not in
‘baseball.”

last F rlday when he and MacPhail7:

Assuming that DeBartolo wmswu-
A.L. approval, there remains tHemn
possibility that Kuhii may try tgrmes
block the purchase with the decla~==a o
ration that absentee ownership' S
the best mterests cofoaa

v«am

Kuhn; in fact, made this threatw

met with DeBartolo in Pittsburgh;; g
" As the meeting was . ending;ve=
there was the following exchange g
Kuhn: “You realize, Mr. DeBali o5
tolo, that I have veto power.” e
DeBartolo “Yes, and I haveé-ms
the right to sue you: And [ haveise
millions of dollars to do just that;«ve=
Kuhn’s most ‘memorable am‘i'“ =
successful use of the “best intet:-:7m
ests,” ‘which gives him czar-like
powers, occurred in 1975 when he
negated the $3.5 million, midsea-
son sale of three Oakland players.
Charlie Finley, A’s owner, re-
sponded with a multi-million-dol-
lar damage suit that was heard by
a federal judge who ruled for
Kuhn.

Is there a secret behind
prevention of Sox sale?

CHICAGO ,
— This Sl LE
toddlin’ 4 S

town was the
scene, more
than 60 years
ago, of the big-
gest scandal
ever to hit
baseball, be-
fore and after. |
That was the-

World Series ——
HY ZIMMERMAN

scam, in which
some of the Tipes siaff reporter

White Sox con-

spired to throw
the Series.

The plot was uncovered and the culprits duly
punished, some with banishment from baseball for
life. And there was the famous cartoon in which a
little kid said to Shoeless Joe Jackson, one of those
who was barred, “‘Say it ain’t so, Joe.”

In that context, the latest baseball scuffle here
about the White Sox appears to be of small
importance, except to those who are trying to sell
the club. And to Edward DeBartolo, Sr., who is
trying to buy it.

Variously, Commissioner Bowie Kuhn and Lee
MacPhail, president of the American League, have
said DeBartolo, an Chio businessman, is too deep
into horse racing and that they fear he might try to
move the Sox to New Orleans.

Denials by DeBartolo and his willingness to
post a bond against movement of the club have
been of no avail. And some Chicagoans have
expressed suspicions that there are other, deeper
Sea?(ms for the official frowrs on the DeBarrtolo

eal.

The horse-racing facet can be dismissed. As
you already know, other baseball club owners, like
George Steinbrenner of the New York Yankees and
John Galbreath of the Pittsburgh Pirates, are
involved with the ponies.

The other fear, that of a Sox move to
Louisiana, may have more root in reality. The $20
million which DeBartolo is willing to pay for the
Sox includes Comiskey Park.

DeBartalo, if he gets the club, will not be
tethered by a lease, as was Charlie Finley in
Oakland. Among his other business interests,

DeBartolo builds  shopping centers. One is the
Alderwood Mall in Lynnwood, Wash.

If he tired of Chicago, he could tear down the
ball park and put a shopping center in-its stead,
meanwhile heading for a better pasture for his
ballplayers.

The puzzlement in Seattle -is the sudden
concern by Kuhn .and MacPhail for ‘Chicago’s
retention of its American League club. I the

_recent past, MacPhail and his club owners, at least,

were willing, nay anxious, to transfer the White Sox
to Seattle.

That move would have aborted the Seattle suit
against the American League and would have
precluded the expansion into Seattle and-Toronto,
into which the league was dragged, screaming.

In fact, so eager were they for that transfer,
the purchase price of the Sox was hiked by $1.5
million in order to put Bill Veeck out of the market.
However, Veeck, in almost a last-minuté move, did
raise the extra money and the Sox stayed put.

To this day, Veeck charges that an article in
The Seattle Times caused the price to be jacked up.
But it was the league’s desire to transfer the Sox
which saw the price increased.

So, the concern cannot be with the possibie
transfer of the Sox to New Orleans if DeBartolo
acquires the club. For one thing, he is too much of a
businessman to settle in the Superdome, wiere it
costs more than twice as much to open. the doors
than in any ball park in the land.

And then there is yesterday's report that Kuhn
squashed a possible DeBartolo deal for the
Mariners. .

So, unless there are reasons which so far have
not been aired, .both Kuhn and MacPhail are
playing the holier-than-thou nuance to death.

Years ago, baseball made Al Kaline, then a
Detroit Tiger star, divest himself of a race horse in
which he was partners with Gordi® Howe, then a
Detroil Red Wing hockey great.

That was public-relations piety. Ever see a
horse at a hockey or baseball game? And dont
mention Finley’s muie.

The White Sox, at this point, are rocky
financially. They need money, for player acquisi-
tion, for their farm system. :

And here is a fellow, DeBartolo, with enough
scratch to buy several ball clubs. But Kuhn and
MacPhail don't want him. The reasons forwarded
so far don’t wash. So what is the deep, dark secret?
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Sounders heading home

Alan Hinton, Seattle Sounders

coach, has been meeting this week
with his players to review the
North American Soccer League
season before they head for
vacations.

David Nish, Jeff Boune and
Steve Buttle were due to leave for
England today. John Ryan, Bruce
Rioch and Tommy Hutchison ai-
ready have departed.

Jack Brand, goalie, plans to
drive to Washington, D.C., for
Soccer Bowl, then head for Ger-
many. Roger Davies, recuperating
from a foot operation this week,
said he will visit England when he
is cleared medically.

Hinton and Jack Daley,
Sounders president, both will at-
tend Soccer Bowl. Hinton will be
honored as “*coach of the year” at
the annual league banquet.

Greg Makowski, fullback wha

had a knee operation last January,
has returned to St. Louis.

Hinton said he is undecided on
his roster for Seattle's first
N.A.S.L. Indoor League season,

beginning in mid-November.
Games will be played in the
Kingdome.

Buttle, who starred for Pitts-
burgh in the Major Indoor Soccer
League last winter, will be playing
for Seattle, along with Mike
Ivanow in goal.

“We’ll have a good competitive
indoor team,” Hinton said. “It's
just a matter of deciding who the
players will be. I'm looking at the
numbers we’ll need. It might be
more in the interest of our youn-
ger players to go to England. We
haven't come to that decision
vet.”

" “Last winter, Seattle sent Mark
Peterson, Jeff Stock and Eddie

Krueger to England for soccer
training.

“In England they see that
soccer is an institution there, I
think that is more important than
the coaching they get. I've told
Fred Hamel how pleased I was
with his progress, and the same
with Brian Schmetzer.”

Schmetzer and Hamel were
signed out of Seattle high schools
last spring.

The Sounders’ indoor team will
begin gathering October 20, with
practice officially opening October

- 27.

Cal cager transfers

BERKELEY, Calif. — (UPI) —
Kevin Sparks, University of Cali-
fornia basketball player, has
transferred to Loyola Marymount.
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New-generation politics

A “changing of the guard” is taking place, says David Broder, K
syndu:c{ed political columnist in The Times. There is a i
“generational shift in power and leadership — {rom the people :
whose shaping influences were the Depression and World War .
11, to those people born between 1930 and 1355 whose shaping .
experiences have included the wars in Xorea and Vietnam, the 4
1960°s civil rights marches, and Walergate.” His new book, .
Changing of the Guard: Power and Leadership in America, !
deals with this shift in political leadership and its challenge to s

" our future. Excerpis from this important work begin Sunday in

With burns over 35 per cent of her
body and the added burden of many
broken bones, it was touch and ge
whether Klarie Kalland would live or

"Harborview Medical Center after an
automobile accident in Montana that

members of her family. Dale Doug-*
las Mills, Times staff reporter, details
the 11-year-old girl's months-long,
painful ordeal and race against
death after intensive-care treatment
and numerous operations .

Pleasure and power politics

The intermingling of pleasure with pohtxcs is unavoidable while
traveling in Argenhncx and Chile — “two countries where the
human-rights issue is kept at a white heat,”
Broyles, Times travel reporter. But, “the fraveler who goes to
those places will be sicher for it. T would return to either one at
the first opportunity.” She reports on the inaugural flight of
Branilf's new 747SP from Los Angeles to Buenos Bires and her
experiences there in the first of a series of articles on South

.- Sunday in the Travel section.
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A medical miracle -

die when she was brought into

claimed the lives of four other

. Sun-
day in Pacific ngazine
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